Linkage analysis of pure depressive disease.
In a study of the subgroups of unipolar affective disease, 13 families were ascertained as pure depressive disease (PDD) families. Here we investigate linkage relationships between PDD and 30 genetic markers in these families. Using the robust sib-pair method of linkage analysis, evidence for possible linkage or association was found with five loci: the ABO and MNS blood groups, immunoglobulin kappa (IGK), proline rich parotid salivary protein (PR) and glyoxylase-1 (GLO1). Weak evidence of linkage with ABO was supported using the lod score method of analysis. The maximum lod score between PDD and ABO was 1.42 at a male recombination fraction of 0.09 and a female recombination fraction of 0.03. When these results from the sib-pair analysis were combined with the results from two previous sib-pair studies on PDD, the ABO, MNS and IGK loci were found to be significant (P = 0.05, P = 0.005, P = 0.05, respectively, not allowing for multiple tests).